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partlci.p;:te i,n OperaticnSuI:ject: TIRRA CommunitY T::a11" Thanks " Anyone who vr

Christmas Chrld this year. is asked to bring their box to Ann Drckie I 246-40?9
prior to Novemher 12th. We will not be meet hall this year to pack boxes, but I
will be happy to deliver lndividuals' Fom Thetis io the Duncan Shoebox hand)-ing
center. Please ::emember that the ffitf Ue opened for screening prior to shipping.
the box and 1id seParatelY- r: No make-up, war toys or perishable candy. Each
shoufd be tagged i^rith s f,*g* of intended recipient. Each box shipped requires $5

Wrap
box
to

cover sh'i-pprng
Drrvcotr Thaes

tions to help with shipping should he made out to "Samaritans
delivered to the Duncan Shoebox handling center.

EXTRA_MPART*TYPE r

Dear John,

f r+as readingr the TIRRA minutes and am concerned about the item regarding the community
trai-1.
They mention that equestrian use of Lawrence Trai-l may not be a11owed.

Lawrence Trail, of which the cornrrunity trail is part, has run from North Cove Road to Kufra
Canal for the past century. It was built by horses and used by horses for the first half-
The Hunters, the Lawrence brothers and others used the trail as access from one side of the
island to the other. The Lawrence brothers kept their horses at the Kufra end and hauled
goods using a wag'on via the tra1l that would later bear thelr na$e. The trail was used for
hor"e logging and later for the trucks and skidders that would he used. It has been kept
open by the p-roperty owners and the trail- users, for the most part-

As a ten year old, I can remember gioing on Lawrence Trail, "by the school", to hi-ke down to
Kufra Canal for picnics. Later I would ride Jo Ateah's pony, Pharoah, down that same
trai1. Little Oia f know at the time that I would one day own property alongside Lawrence
Trail, and would use it often for walkinqi and riding'

In the late ?0's, the North American Indian Mission developed the land at the start ol
Lawrence frail. That part of the trail hecame a road and was renamed "Mission Road".

Our property includes the head of the remaj-ning Lar+rence ?rail. The next section is owned
by the descendents of Rupert & Laura Forbes and tlre third section j-s now v,rhat is called
"ihe Community Trail". The last section is now a road.r,aay for Meadow Valley Properties.

As the only property owners that are adjacent residents to Lalrc€nce Trail' we are very
alrare of the use of the trail.

Horses have never heen a Problem.

Our biggest fear and delerrent from using the trail is motorhrikes and ATV!s. As tawrence
Tail ii stil1 an access for eine side to the other, people use these machines to get from
one end to the 6ther without taking their unlicensed and disallowed bikes on thre public
roads. They have left them in the woods while they attend fire practice, conrnunity halI
events, vrork or to go to the ferry. Most of the dri.vers seem to find muddy conditions
enjoyahle. The fear of having these machlnes on the trail j-s that they cannot hear you
owlr-their engrines and therefore see you far too 1ate. You can Lrear then long before they
reach you buL you cannoL let them know that you are there!
anothei fear ii sparks from their engines in the tinder dry woods. Twice, while ridi.n$, I
have found sntall fires beside the trail. Luckily, because I was out for a ride, I was

there to put them out.

I hope that j-n the process of regulating the eommunity portion of Lawrence Trail, the the
four horse ohlners on the island are consulted pri.or to being disallowed' Paranoia of what
might happen, often prevents responsible, enjoyable use- Never have f had someone approach
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me on the trail full of fear and eoncernr they qnly $ant to toucbr and talk to my horsel
there is a problem that is thought to be created by equestrian use, could we noi
communi-cate those concerns to the few people invol-ved? f am su"re that we would al-I 1ike to
pitch in to keep the trail useahle and safe. If one section becomes muddy, riders tend to
rlde around it slowly, and rfot create a messj-er situation.

I know of five significant trail systems that aIlow equestrian traffic: pacific Spirit
Park. Vancouver; Stanley Park, Vancouver; Galloping Goose Trail, Victoria,. Beaver Lake
Park, Victoria, and The Transcanada Trail, Canada. f have been fortunate to have ridden
three of these.

I sincerell' hope that laauence trail will continue io he an access from Mission Road
through to Kufra Cana1. as it has been for the past hundred years. As a trail user I
apprecj-ate the fact that the other property or,,ners of the island's trail system are
amenable to others using the tralls, As a property owner, I enjoy knowing that the trail
is being used and is part of oqr community.In fact why not giwe tt a historical community
name such as The Lawr€nce Communi-ty Tral1, after all, lots of communitites have community
trails.

If, you woul-d like to see the remains of t}.e Lar{rerrce brottrers' wagorr, it ties derellct on
our property and we would be happy to show it to you,

Sincerely,

Ann Di-ckie
Lawrence spring Farm
Lot 294
Mission Road
Theti-s fsland
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