
Wild Fire Alert: Communications from the Thetis Island ESS, LERN

Your local ESS committee and Neighbourhood LERN Captains would like to express our 
concern, and share information with you about preparedness and action in this summer of 
extreme fire risk. I am sure all of us were very concerned when we awoke to an eerie, out-of-
this-world, glowing orange pall to the sky. I am sure you all want to know what you can do. 

We live in a community, as with all communities everywhere, with a finite set of human and 
equipment resources. We are experiencing a summer of severe drought that is occurring across 
the entire province and beyond. Through lower than expected levels of rain we are already at a 
Level Four drought. The result has been the province erupting into 60+ wildfires this past 
weekend alone. 

How can we help? What can we do? 

The fire fighters will be fighting any fires and the ESS Emergency Services will be assisting with
service for people who are evacuated from their homes (for a maximum of 72 hours). The rest is 
up to us. The essential message is that we are individually responsible for our own plan. We are 
also responsible to participate in the plan that has been set out in your local LERN 
neighbourhood package. Experience elsewhere has shown that in times of crisis, people pull 
together. That is what we need to be prepared to do now, in advance of any severe situation. Our 
best defense is at a neighbourhood level, neighbour assisting neighbour. Your Neighbourhood 
Captain has put useful information in a designated spot in your neighbourhood. The name of 
your neighbourhood and your Captain is listed in the Thetis Island Phone Book and on the Thetis
Island Community Web Site. There is a list of all your immediate neighbours’ names and lot 
numbers, where the equipment and resources are, who has a large water supply, who has medical
training, who has skills and tools that would be useful in an emergency. Keep in mind in a fire 
situation large water supplies will be needed by the fire department, use water carefully and 
sparingly at all times in case it is needed. This information also tells you who is vulnerable or 
elderly or alone, who has compromised mobility or breathing difficulties that would be affected 
by levels of smoke in the air, who are those with infants and children, and who has pets and 
livestock. Get familiar with this information now. Review this information so that you can act 
more quickly and with greater confidence. 

Evacuation stages: If evacuation becomes necessary, emergency vehicles may drive through a 
neighbourhood with sirens and loudspeaker alerts, a telephone call out may be activated.

Evacuation Order means you are at risk. Leave immediately. Local police or RCMP enforce 
evacuation orders. You are encouraged to register all family members at a reception centre so 
that emergency responders know that you are safe. 

Evacuation Alert means you need to be ready to leave on short notice. If you leave before or 
during this alert it is called a voluntary evacuation. 

Evacuation Rescinded means all is currently safe and you can return home. Stay tuned for other
possible evacuation alerts and orders. 

Today: Ensure that you have a reflective house number, viewable from the road at night, or in 
heavy smoke so that first responders can quickly respond to any calls. Constantly be alert for any
indication of fire with heightened vigilance now that we are experiencing smoke from wildfires 
elsewhere in the province. Carry a fully charged fire extinguisher in your vehicle so that you are 
prepared to deal with any newly emergent fire situation you may be the first to encounter it.



Carry a charged cell phone if you have one, so that a 911 call can be made as soon as necessary. 
Do not hesitate to call, minutes count.

If you see broken glass lying at the side of the road or on a trail? Pick it up! Prevent a fire.

911  is the number to call for concerns of unsafe behavior, emergency situations that need to 
be investigated, such as smoke from questionable sources or the recent use of fireworks on the 
island.

Be diligent if you see someone driving with four-way flashers or emergency vehicle lights. This 
might be a fire fighter, ambulance crew member, or a First Responder attending a call. Give 
them the right-of-way!

Become involved if you see someone behaving in a potentially dangerous manner…challenge 
anyone who tosses out a cigarette butt…smoking should be done indoors only during this time of
drought. Be aware of the total fire ban and the restrictions on usage of power tools and inform 
others if necessary.

Follow local FM radio for updates on emerging situations: The Duncan radio station is Juice FM 
at 98.7 on the FM dial.

Pack and carry a Grab and Go bag in your vehicle and/or have it at your door. Also pack grab 
& go kits for your pets, have their travel cages clean and easy to find, or at least their collars and 
leashes, a familiar blanket, a jug of water and pet food. Assume that when you leave your house 
during this extreme drought, you might not be able to get back. Have your ID, your family 
contact information, medications/prescriptions, extra eyeglasses, water, a change of clothes, 
items for personal hygiene, have cash on hand (ATMs will be down in a power outage), a 
crank/solar powered radio, photos of family members and pets, important documents, insurance 
papers.

Keep your gas tank no lower than ½ full so that you don’t run out.

Find out who your local HAM radio operator is they may be in touch with ESS or other 
emergency services. You can find them on page 7 of the Thetis phone book.

If something needs to be done to ensure our safety and the best outcome for our island, do it. Do 
not wait for others in the community to do it. Take the action yourself; collaborate with your 
friends and neighbours.

Take responsibility. Take action. This is what will determine the outcome of this time of 
extreme risk for our community. If something needs to be done, take control. 

It is a good idea to alert visitors, tourists and new residents to the reality of our extreme fire risk. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this, and thank you for taking your part in keeping our 
Island Home safe…

Mary Forbes and the ESS and LERN of Thetis Island


